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lolUiSKfr JB6fDlf®¥ c9l«w4ff I (3&rT«WrrTLD(5b 

luntojjmSii) <surr[T<ssD<s a®L 6u<y<ailsb«D(SiL). 

^ul|L 6 t§iaisrr umlip, <grsD^u|ib Sla^ujiu^ psnfliB^TT. 

<&nai<SD<svi Slu«oi(B,6ni¥i36ff«ff @([5 jj<s<^iuu ushsiflidl^ gj ><g&u umT< 5 < 5 iTiT. 
^uus>3iluL|Lfji uairfl (ol^iuuiii) c3tb<#lrfl<SDiii(oiinT, n ffl G^nypl 

<3iai6ir i| J><® ® nil a&srrl si) <s<sxfri_nj1ii|ii) 2 _sv)®girfT j 5 s:orf«DSn 
(9ioiigiii«Dnii <ail©<aila><3& ^ajgim? 

SMTLP<36«Da&«DLtl IDITIDpiE d6SbsfllLdl(gJf SMSijlSDLDgDlLI, glTglLE c^isjfrfls \ 
c§tb IDJDSD6*) Slll)lULill<S@li) <3&SD<5 <9tbo 0 oU®ITglfl(Sb JT>L[B<S 6J(JJ> 

^.«or«BU}<r ^ibuai^gD^ ^ipafi st^uuLl ^£jb<su ip^ii) 
(gurT^a&iTd&igifish ix>«nr«»<® SlfsaSLp^Sl^iumii). 

Young Nasreen has not spoken a word to anyone since her parents 
disappeared. 

In despair, her grandmother risks everything to enroll Nasreen in asecret 
school for girls. Will a devoted teacher, a new friend, and the worlds she 
discovers in books be enough to draw Nasreen out of her shell of sadness? 

Based on a true story from Afghanistan, this inspiring book will touch 
readers deeply as it affirms both the life-changing power of education and 
the healing power of love. 

3 TT^ 3 T 7 =Tfr- 3 T 5 ? #T ^TRT? ^ ^ it ^ 

«*K R<qi. 
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' cf r g R f l qT^hl % f^r % opr' far t qft i J c fcr 

3fk JMdK # ^ % JT0C^ 
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To the courageous women and girls of Afghanistan 
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- aBil®®® <SlsusTflG!iu <giu 3 JOT®isir (Bsaaosc a&a»i_ 
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uml6i_n, fBLgnGim, ®rr<®<®rTi£ ®Sl®<s6aDT ®ai_rr g>i . Lj®ypu51®® sstfi^sSr dlrpr <SL^ai 

®«D60, ®(SDT3=3=rTJJlb Q3j|®®LIUlll_Sjr. LD«OSC®STflfSb (ol<3=3j|®®UUlll_ ICTlolU^lb UrTllSIlilgjr L|<5®IT 
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a<2>[Tus»u® ®rril(BdS(DrrT®sh. ^iaiiT®afla¥ <sy)a) sfijjib (Si®n«§i>®(ipii> ^eiDigiiiaiaoaDao, (Qi aBii aisnaiii) 
c^i®a)sdla)8»si). 


Author's Note 


The Global Fund for Children, a nonprofit organization committed to helping children 
around the world, contacted me about basing a book on a true story from one of the 
camps they support. 

I was immediately drawn to an organization in Afghanistan that founded and supported 
secret schools for girls during the 1996-2001 reign of the Taliban. 

The founder of these schools, who requested anonymity, shared the story ofNasreen and 
her grandmother with me. Nasreen 's name has been changed. 

Before the Taliban seized control of Afghanistan, 

- 70% of the schoolchildren were women 

- 40% of the doctors were women 

- 50% of the students of Kabul University were women 

After the Taliban seized control of Afghanistan, 

- Girls weren 't allowed to attend school or university 

- Women weren 't allowed to work outside the home 

- Women weren 't allowed to leave home without a male relative as chaperon 

- Women were forced to wear a burqa that covered their entire head and body, 
with only a small opening for their eyes. 

There was no singing or dancing or kite flying. Art and culture, in the birthplace of the 
immortal poet Rumi was banished. The colossal Bamiyan Buddhas, carved into the side 
of the mountain, was destroyed. Years of isolation and fear had begun. 

But there was also bravery from citizens who defied the Taliban in many ways, including 
supporting the secret school for girls. 

Even now, after the fall of the Taliban in Afghanistan in 2001, danger remains. 

Still, schools are bombed, set on fire, and closed down. Still, there are death threats to 
teachers. 

Still, girls are attacked or threatened if they go to school. 

And STILL, the girls, their families, and their teachers defy the tyranny by keeping the 
schools open. 


Their courage has never wavered. 
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- 40% 3T33T, i-lftdH! gtcft 3ft 
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- dsft.4 ft. -t-'Mi ark qifftjr ft qsft qr ni«i<fl prftt 
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qjpTT 3ik ■fi'M'R qr, qft htf ft qra«E1 d*n. h^i^I ft cRift ^ttj y itfl*t aitr f^snrr qrfftsn*r <i^s 

c 's o 

^cinl ^TrT fS^TT IRTT. 3?^ qi^) Qy chI^i! ^5" ^T, 3H| el ^na ^T ^ 

d i q 1 ®TT. 

1 TT §q ^icH Idl 3ft cnl^ll ^ SRTTtTR^T ^TT^ff ^>T hTY^ *J Tcl<n cTlf?r^RT RW 

fttFT fftsTT. 3^?tft daft. 4 % fftq ftfqftkr ^anftn ftrq. 

2001 ^ mz dldMM ^T WfT F3TT, 9T 3TT3T ftt 9T 8 rRT fttiT^ 3TT5T Sft 33 
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ftnr sn f , ^rarft stt f ark 3?m 3^=3 sit f . ftnmft ^ Rtr qr arftr aft fttcT 33 

3TT3T ftSTT TFT |. 3TT3T 8 ft 3T3 daft.3T ?3TH 3TTcft f eft qfft 3 ^T ITT3T STRTT ^ 3^qT 
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qnfftgnsrr ?wft ?tft f . 
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My granddaughter, Nasreen, lives with me in Herat, an 
ancient city of Afghanistan. 

Art and music and leaning once flourished here. 

#fr tfcft aft wm ^TTcT # 

tr^ ^TT TO?rr siit t. 
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^ d<Hi^ # f*r # ^ktt, ^RftcT 3 #r f§rsn *ft sftraien m. 
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c9i<S<smSl<ajF fTT ami aitb aijs^gi, (oT(sbiot)TisuT)<SDn)ii|ii) ix)rrnp|£fli^lftli_^i. 

a&«DS»ii|r .) <^s»3Hi| b sebafluiib idsdjdjb^sjf. 

fl»<3& IT<3iflP<3i<g6 <9&([l)l LD<96nili9&'SIf <9ftyl- pni<3» (flftl • 


Then the soldiers came and changed everything. 
The art and music and learning are gone. 

Dark clouds hang over the city. 


3mr aik f^r skich 
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3fk H<®l^ <d«l hTI cTTfT o^H *l*fl. 

Jf»H< 3f ?iifficll WHoTT dlc;<H t5T ^RTT. 




6lu«wra&fST usnafl®®<j Sla^waigi ^®l ^luiuuuiIl §><gfrrpi. <9i<®sjirF<&, unraiilb 
n&sMali «fiilij 2 (o<st>(©iu fSfTsir 4P(Lp^iii) ^aDLjBgiaSLfB^dsir. rB<sfo[f«ifl(S§i 
SiibuDnaiii, iBi api ii) rflshajfu giuam<£6nmij 2_6D<* *<sa»<s® 

®iT)(DglSufT® Siusnia&dt ^uSut^i aaLi^Tib, ^rfs€luiTOT®srflOT 

^(f^UULD. 

Poor Nasreen sat at home all day, because girls are forbidden 
to attend school. The Taliban soldiers don't want girls to learn 

about the world, the way Nasreen' s mama and I learned when 
we were girls. 

tstet fcr 3R RT £3t ^cft, dSfaflT' % 

FFH oTT^ *K MN<r<H 2ft. rTT^ «t f^T 

^rzn-^f % ^rt # stt 3rtr tf 

^TcT 3TT^", ^-Tl <sl ^>T H’Tl 
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One night, soldiers came to our house 

k J <+> i^<r| <t>y, ^)fr|ch ^cH A tK *TT 3i\<\. 
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sr^iaqiJb (Sl^risbsDiTLDsb, (grab ld<3&«d«it Sl®nr«wr(B6uTU&®iili_rfi¥.35shr. 


and took my son away, with no explanation. 


<fr TT ZF® ^HT#, ^ W. 
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(9J9I8JI «M(!5(SMTg5r <sfsn <^rj<si|ib ud&pii) 

<»iT^0f5^pi$T«9r u3^le. 


We waited many days and nights for his return. 
pr cffar f cT^r pr£r ^n=Rfr *ft fcrsnr ^RcT 
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urf)<5aS<5<5 jBsfcifeaflOT (^iiiiDrT (9iai«D8JF^ (8<sij2, i|rDuuil®iQ]i1ftli_rT(gif. 
Slusoia>sif Sl^(T5d6<g6(Sif](sb ^Oiu guieup <s«dl srahmlpurr ^i ii), ®aL. 


Finally Nasreen's frantic mama went searching for him , 

even though going out alone in the streets was 
forbidden for women and girls. 


# fTR^T ?TFrft?r 3T^- qfi* ^FT Whr 

fcTZTT. W ^ 3T%c^ qr Pl«h<Ho} qr 

<H<H l£) *ft. 



n»rT gpi if) rBsfcff p ii) a&tT^^jj^GufTgi, 

SlU(Sn[T«KjfLi51a6siT nrfsiTiiii^ii: srriii3&«DSfidi» ®i_j®a&®r. 


The full moon passed our window many times as 
Nasreen and I waited. 
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wa 3ik sir tfc $Hchk to f^rg^r 

^TT ftftsTT, 3Tk ftR 3fffTcT ft" 3RIT. 




<§>(fT> «M[flT^«D^ fltttL Ou<3=SlSl(5bs»(5C JBgTOlf^l. (ippg)l^) <3tOl_ U)8»ID^$|. 
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dSLjB^rTsn. fBfTffli 6r6a» gpn r> c%®ta8Hi(BLi sngjF srah 

@_(SVTID<8VTIX) (ol<9 z rf<8VT(8fr^|« 


Nasreen never spoke a word. She never smiled. She 
just sat, waiting for her mama and papa to return. I 
knew I had to do something. 


cTToTT cRf 7RTT. qt 5T Ht 3fk ^ 
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6luemaaB(Baffan @45 ij®<Iiuli uarsrfl c§nrr«3 z sb L|rra = «DTa&#» 

Oa&6n^luuil(ci_(gjf. <^>[jb <5 jjadiuu ushsiflidlsb rgsreffair mj2«<sgaigm(Bii) ersn 
(%®^uui!6L«ii. sr(gif«D«jfu gurTscOsu, (giai^ib 3_sc0D<36u ufDirJa ®jt)<* 
Gai«m(Bu>. <9iaisir i£>«wr(BLb gu^aisnKBii). 


I had heard whispers about a school , a secret school for girls , 
behind a green gate in a nearby lane. I wanted Nasreen to 
attend this secret school. I wanted her to learn about the 
world, as I had. I wanted her to speak again. 

f$nr tff TfMfcr frt St git # tot *it. a*r w fr 
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So one day, Nasreen and I hurried down the lanes until 
we came to the green gate. Luckily, no soldier saw us 

V<*» ft* oi'd'Dal oTF^t-ofe^Et q$l elqi'* 717ft. 
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3^T d l C ^ . 3TR7T3‘^r, qflolt 
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Srerr »r3t. 



gU cffl aiffnj (3tb<#lrfiSDiAi 

2.snOsn giaDLffB^fTLr. 


I tapped lightly. The teacher opened the gate and we 
quickly slipped inside. 
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We crossed the courtyard to the school .... 
One room in a private house filled with girls. 


jpT 3TRToT *TTT ... Qofl EJT eft 
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Nasreen took a place at the back of the room. 
Please Allah, open her eyes to the world. 

I pray as I left her there. 

SRTffcr 3^T SFTTt # 3Tk t3 7Tf . t 3T^nF! % 
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Gua^tiebflDeD. aSLiMih). SI msngjFLt® rTgjf . 


Nasreen didn't speak to the other girls. She didn't 
speak to the teacher. At home , she remained silent. 
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TfT aB|i aiA^«ffT srrBiG® ushwIwDiij.* «gni@i!l^$i gi(BaiTiT®6siTfi <srsjr 
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u<sh(5ifl(i®(sif p aBipai ffl ii) 6laiafl6iupai ffl irfTiii ^©n&ajrFir sen. 
<36^611 (f^todS OTtoaS gnU P [Tff 0I QlA<^flIiaPfTU UrTIT^^T<9D, c§l9l[T(»Slflai 
d&6H«ji<s«»<s aSsD^($uilgjiTiT<9&4 ^ p oiiTaaf. 

/ was fearful that the soldiers would discover the school. But the 
girls were clever. They slipped in and out of the school at different 
times so as not to arouse suspicion. And when the boys saw the 
soldiers near the green gate, they distracted them. 

3T^ 3T 2TT 33 T FFpT Ts ft3T ST f^FT#. TC^T oT^f^T «n^T 

gtftrair «ft. aitf sr ?t ^fcHi ft ft •pF-^mr snft, 3 th*t-3TcT7t 
SRPT qr fa+Hcfl 2ft. 3PT ct3ft> fta % W TsTST ftt 

at 3ft 3»f^FT taiST ^TT-3^TT «icirl. 



@cf5 ffffffloiaSfTQi <s«jfsd«j¥ aSkgiiui^ <3 &<s«d<oU ^L^LSlsusif 

diflDjDrb^pir srarpaaL gsMuuiKsLsir. 


I heard of a soldier who pounded on the gates demanding 
to enter. 
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But all he found was a room filled with girls reading the 
Koran , which was allowed. The girls had hidden their 
schoolwork, outwitting the soldier. 
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One of the girls, Mina, sat next to Nasreen every day. 
But they never spoke to each other. While the girls 
were learning Nasreen stayed inside herself. 
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When school closed for the long winter recess , Nasreen 
and I sat by the fire. Relatives gave us what food and 
firewood they could spare. We missed her mama and my 
son more than ever. Would we ever know what had 

happened? 
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The day Nasreen returned to school, Mina whispered 
in her ear. 
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And Nasreen answered back. 
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With these words , her first since her mama 
went searching , Nasreen opened her heart to 
Min a. 
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And she smiled for the first time since her papa 
was taken away. 
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At last, little by little, day by day, Nasreen learned to 
read, to write, to add and subtract 
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Each night she showed me what she had discovered 
that day. 
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Windows opened for Nasreen in that little schoolroom. 
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Sfre learnt about the artists and writers and scholars and 
mystics who, long ago, 
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made Herat beautiful. 
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Nasreen no longer feels alone. The knowledge she 
holds inside will always be with her, like a good 
friend. 
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Now she can see blue sky beyond those dark clouds. 
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4s for me, my mind is at ease. I will wait for my son and 
his wife. But the soldier can never close the window 
that hav opened for my granddaughter. 
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Jeanette Winter lives in New York City, where she has 
written and illustrated many books for children based on 
true-life stories, including the highly acclaimed Mama , 
Wangari's Trees of Peace and The Librarian of Basra, which was 
an ALA Notable Children's Book and a winner of the 
Bank Street College of Education's Elora Stieglitz 
Straus Award. 
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The GLOBAL FUND FOR CHILDREN 
(www.globalfundforchildren.org) is a nonprofit 
organization committed to advancing the dignity of 
children and youth around the world. The Global 
Fund for Children pursues its mission by making 
small grants to innovative community-based 
organizations working with some of the world's most 
vulnerable children and youth. 
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